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Finally a place
to call our own

Like the majority of animal welfare groups
out there, Great Dane Rescue of El Paso wanted to
save more lives. So for quite some time, we had
been thinking of expanding our program to
accommodate taking in more dogs. Although GDREP
had been consistently averaging about 100+
adoptions a year, the number of dogs that were
being turned away, due to lack of foster homes, was
really starting to eat away at us.

The few foster homes and volunteers that we
had were doing a fantastic job and worked very well
together as a team, but we wanted to do even more.
Dawn Post, GDREP President, recalls how she felt
when she would get a call or an email about a Dane
in need, "l felt like my hands were tied, knowing we
were full, that my foster homes were at their max
capacity.”

Luckily, many of our foster homes had the
"what's one more?" mentality and GDREP was able to
take in many of those dogs. It's hard to believe it
now, but we had been working that way, busting at
the seams, for years. One foster home in particular,
probably never had less than 10 foster dogs at a
time, plus her own 4 dogs!

Yes, it was definitely time for change and the
group knew it meant moving operations into a
shelter. There were mixed emotions, but it was
agreed that a move would enable us to make the
greater impact in the long run, so we actively started
to look for a location. Vacant buildings and several
different properties were looked at, and the board
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even met with some prospective landlords. After what
seemed like an extensive search, it felt like the doors
of one-day having a shelter of our own were closing in
front of us.

At about the same time when we were
beginning to think that acquiring a shelter might not
be the direction we were supposed to take, we heard
about an animal welfare group moving to a new
location. Could this now-vacant property be the one we
were waiting for?

With renewed enthusiasm, we approached the
property owner and found one of the most generous,
dog-loving persons we could have ever asked for!

We are so proud to announce that we moved in
to our very own shelter in July! It was like a dream
come true for so many of us.

INFORMATION ABOUT OUR SHELTER

Our shelter address is 3910 Square Dance, El Paso,
TX, 79938, which is located on the far east side.
PLEASE NOTE however that our mailing address is
still P.O. Box 290567, El Paso, TX 79927.
Unfortunately, we are not set up to receive mail at
the shelter.

Due to lack of volunteers/staff, we are not open to
the public at this time. Adoptions are done by
appointment only.
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Making a difference, one dog at a time

Arnold the blind Poodle gets the gift of sight

By Andrea Webb

Little Arnold came to us as a stray in Sept.
of 2008. Well....he didn't actually come to
us.....we had to chase him down! Boy, the little
ones are so hard to catch! He must have been on
the streets alone, fending for himself for quite
some time because he was scared, filthy, tick-
infested and very thin.

It wasn't until a few months of having had
him that | noticed something just wasn't quite
right. A vet visit confirmed it, little Arnold had
advanced cataracts and he was quickly going
blind. More specifically, he had Juvenile
Cataracts, because he was still very young.

Arnold went to a specialist and luckily his
condition was operable. In fact, if we didn't
operate, he would have been highly susceptible
to various other eye problems and faced a bleak
future without surgery. The kicker was that
cataract surgery was very, very costly. Had he
been an older dog, or a dog with detrimental
issues, perhaps we wouldn't have even been
contemplating surgery. But he was so young, so
happy, so full of life.

As his foster mom, | felt compelled to try
and raise the money for his surgery. | felt that he
came into our rescue, my home in particular, for
a reason, and | owed him 100% of my efforts.
Luckily the rest of GDREP believed in Arnold and
backed me up. We had several fundraisers this
summer and in a few months time had ALL the
money needed for Arnold's surgery.

In August, Arnold and | travelled to
Albuquerque, NM for his surgery. It was a tough
operation and an even harder recovery on poor
little Arnold. But he was such a perfect patient
and endured the 2 months of almost total
isolation and crating, and put up with a non-
stop schedule of eye drops and medicines. It
was all worth it because today he is happier
than ever with his new eyes.

| want to thank all the wonderful people
that sent donations from all over the country. |
am amazed at the out pouring of support from
the doggie-friendly community.

We also had an awesome doctor on our
side. Dr. Gavin Kennard from Eye Care for
Animals in Albuquerque, NM helped us
tremendously. This surgery could not have been
done without him or his wonderful staff.

Dr. Kennard and Arnold on the day after his surgery.

Arnold is doing great today in his GDREP foster home, but he is still awaiting a family that will give him his forever home.

Arnold gets along wonderfully with all other dogs, big and small and loves kids. Although he will always be classified as a
special needs boy, he is not as high maintenance as he may seem. He needs to see his eye care specialist about once a
year for the first couple of years and then probably every other year thereafter. He will have to be on eye drops for the rest
of his life, but they only have to be administered twice a week and they are fairly inexpensive and easy to get (Wal Mart).
The drops run about $10 a bottle and the bottle lasts for several months.

If you have a special place in your heart for a sweet and super affectionate Poodle boy, then Arnold just might be waiting
for you! Visit our website www.GDrescueEP.org and submit an online adoption application.
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Emaciated Dane Mix has huge surprise for GDREP volunteer

By Erin Munoz

In January of 2009, Great Dane Rescue received a
message from a local woman asking for our help. She was a dog
lover who had rescued a starving Great Dane/Mastiff mix named
Trinity from a neglectful owner. The woman had asked the
previous owners if she could have Trinity after seeing how skinny
and emaciated the poor girl was in their backyard. The owners
agreed saying they couldn't afford her anymore. Trinity was taken
home where she received TLC and was fattened up.

However, after six weeks the woman realized that
Trinity was getting quite round and that she was actually very
pregnant. Since she was not in a position to whelp and raise
puppies, she contacted us and we agreed to take on the
pregnant momma dog. The puppies arrived just days after Trinity
came to her Great Dane Rescue foster home. We were
concerned that both mother and babies might have some health
issues due to the severe malnourishment in the early stages of
the pregnancy, but eight, beautiful, wiggly, puppies were born
and all of them were healthy and thrived.

We named the 7 boys and only girl with "Z" names:
Zeus, Zeke, Zorro, Zephyr, Zoie, Zander, Zane and Zaiden.
All of the puppies were spayed/neutered, vaccinated and micro-

chipped and they began going to their new homes at nine weeks

of age. We were lucky to find wonderful adopters for all of
the puppies.

One family drove all the way from Chicago, IL to pick
up their new puppy. Once all of the little ones were adopted,
Mama Trinity was given some time to recuperate and gain back
her weight and then she was spayed as well and placed up for
adoption. A teacher in Nevada that had driven all this way to
adopt one of the puppies made the trip a second time and
adopted Trinity. The puppies are all over 100 Ibs. now and
continue to be loved in their new homes. It was a very happy

ending to all involved.

Rocco, the three-legged Dane triumphs to melt hearts

Often times, the dogs who have had the roughest starts
in life are the dogs that end up being extra special to us. And
Rocco, without a doubt, was no exception.

We really don't know why, but we do know that Rocco
came to be a totally outdoor, neglected and very tied up Great
Dane. Then one day, something went very wrong....Rocco's leg
got caught in the chains that bound him. Well poor Rocco did the
unthinkable...he gnawed off his own foot trying to get free.

GDREP was alerted to Rocco's plight and we quickly
sprung into action and picked this boy up and out of that situation
that had put him in such misery. Rocco's injury must have been
left untreated for quite some time because as a result of the
severe infection, the only remedy was to have his leg amputated.

Vet staff was amazed at Rocco's resilience. He was

wanting to get around the very next day after surgery! Within
days, he was running around in his GDREP foster home and
romping around with the other dogs.

Rocco remained in rescue for quite some time,
recuperating (playing), until just the right home came along.

We strive to get the best possible homes for ALL our
dogs, but sometimes the most deserving, who have suffered the
most, like Rocco, hit the doggie jack pot.

Rocco now lives in Midland, TX in a beautiful home on a
golf course. He is loved and cherished and is still melting the
hearts of those that he meets.

GDREP can't take on such costly cases such as
these if we did not have financial support. Would you join us

and make a difference to more animals in need?
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Volunteers make friends with shelter residents

When the GDREP moved into their new shelter,
they knew there would be a lot of work involved, but they
didn't realize just how much....or should I say....how
many?

That's correct, because the new work load had a
lot to do with numbers. Twenty-three to be exact. Twenty
three dogs were already living at the shelter prior to
GDREP moving in. The animal welfare group that
occupied the property before were unable to take these
23 dogs, so when GDREP moved in, they immediately
inherited these residents.

"We had been wanting a shelter for a long time
and when we heard that we'd have to care for 23 dogs
right off the bat, in addition to the dogs we already had in
our rescue, it all seemed a little intimidating," said
Andrea Webb, GDREP volunteer. "But the reason we
wanted a shelter was to enable us to grow and help more
dogs. And if these dogs needed us, then of course we
would take them on. That's what we do!"

What GDREP found absolutely amazed them.
Initially some of the dogs appeared to be out of control
and seemed beyond help. Others would cower to the back
of their kennels in extreme fear of any human contact.
But with time, volunteers got to know each and every
resident by name and learned a little bit of their history.

"Tex absolutely looked like a wild dog in his cage.
He spun around in circles and wouldn't stop barking,"
says Erin Munoz, GDREP volunteer dog behaviorist. "But
after we learned that he had been at the shelter since he
was a puppy, basically all his life, and he had been here
for 3 years, no wonder he acted all crazy. He just wanted
human contact."

Tex, who is a Shepherd mix, is afraid of children,
but otherwise craves attention. Munoz says, "He barks at
you because he wants you to go and pet him. As soon as
you go in a play yard with him, all barking and crazy
jumping stops. He focuses on you and you only. He really
is a good boy."

Other dogs also deceived GDREP volunteers by
their initial behavior. Some of the dogs that volunteers
handled cautiously at first have turned out to be the
sweetest and friendliest.

Erin Munoz, took a special interest in the
resident dogs. She started working with many of the
really shy ones every day and they were quickly dubbed,
"her projects" after she got one particularly shy dog,
Honey, to come out of her shell.

Another dog, Maury, a Shepherd mix, also thrived
with her daily attention. Erin taught him to sit and lay
down in a matter of minutes. "This was another one of
those dogs that completely fooled us. He looked like a
crazy dog, spinning, jumping, barking, but it's because he
was so intelligent. Imagine if you had to be locked up in
jail with no outside stimulation. You would be going crazy,
too," said Erin.

Soon, some of that daily one-on-one-time with
"the projects" started to pay off. The first to be adopted
was Heather, a female Heeler Mix. "She is the most loving
dog we have ever had. She just seems so happy and
grateful all the time," said Nancy McClure, Heather's new
adoptive parent. Heather lives on a big property where she
enjoys her yard and horses!

GDREP volunteers still tear up when
remembering Heather's adoption day. They say that her
adoption will always be very significant to them because
she was the first "project baby" to get a home.

Next to go home was Dokie, a Ridgeback Lab mix
that had a leg injury that never healed properly. GDREP
volunteers said she was also very deserving, as she was one
of the sweetest dogs of the residents. Smokey, a black
Setter and Lab mix was next to hit the doggie jackpot.

Some time had passed since one of "the projects"
had been adopted, but just this past weekend, Honey, that
super timid girl that at one point, wouldn't allow anyone
close enough to pet her, got adopted.

GDREP is absolutely thrilled with these adoptions.
These dogs are making big strides with the help of some
very dedicated volunteers. GDREP knows that it truly is all
about making a difference, one dog at a time.

Tex, left, and Maury, right, are two of the affectionately
nick-named "project dogs” that are still looking for homes.



Making a difference, one dog at a time

GDREP hosts dog obedience
classes on site at their shelter

K-9 Fun Works is offering obedience classes at the
GDREP shelter. As always, a portion of the proceeds goes
to Great Dane Rescue. A 25% discount is offered on the
first beginning level class for adopted rescue dogs with
copy of contract, and for GDREP volunteers with 4 hours
of documented volunteer service. A 50% discount is
offered for dogs adopted from GDREP.

FORMAL CLASSES:

AKC STAR Puppy Kindergarten (puppies up to 6
months): Puppies & handlers learn sit, down, stand, come, pay
attention, & leash manners. Problem solving is included. In
addition, puppies who meet the criteria outlined in the AKC
STAR Puppy program will receive the STAR Puppy medal &
certificate. Puppies do not need to be purebred to participate!

6 weeks/109.00

Next session begins

Saturday December 12, 2009 at 1pm

Good Manners (dogs & puppies over 6 months): Dogs &
handlers will learn sit, down, stand, stay, watch, come, leash
manners, go to your place (and stay there), and leave it. Problem
solving is included. 6 weeks/99.00

Next session begins
Saturday December 5th, 2009 at 3pm

Beginning Obedience & CGC (for dogs who have
completed good manners): Dogs & handlers will learn formal
heeling, stand for exam, drop, group stays, sit for petting & say
hello, & recalls with fronts & finishes. A CGC test is included and

will be given upon conclusion of the course. 6 weeks/109.00

Next session begins
Wednesday December gth, 2009 at 6:30pm

For a list of ALL the classes being offered, including
pricing & registration information, please visit
http://k9funworks.com/training.html
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Grooming salon opening soon

The Dog Stop owners, Mary Jean and Lawrence Ehler
met in high school. One of their biggest attractions to
each other was their love of dogs. And when Mary
Jean had the chance to work with dogs at a grooming
salon, she jumped at the opportunity. After gaining
several years experience, they decided to go out on
their own and open their own shop.

The Dog Stop has been in business in El Paso for
about 6 years. They are grateful that they have been
able to give back by helping groom dogs for the El
Paso Humane Society's yearly Telethons.

They are proud to announce the opening of their
2nd grooming salon at the GDREP shelter located
at 3910 Square Dance.

Part of their revenue will also go to help GDREP.
They are scheduled to open in January.

For more information please call
858-4458 or 383-5870.

Did you adopt one of our dogs and want to
share your story in our newsletter?

Please send comments, ideas, or pictures to
Andrea Webb

kc24webb@aol.com

We have a My Space page. Check it out
WWW.myspace.com/gdrep

El Paso Saddle Blanket Company

6926 Gateway East
544-1000
is a proud supporter of
Great Dane Rescue of El Paso


http://k9funworks.com/training.html
http://www.myspace.com/gdrep

Great Dane Rescue of El
Paso

P.O. Box 290567
El Paso, Texas 79927

Phone:
015-852-3462

Fax:
915-852-2868

E-Mail:
gdrep1@yahoo.com

We're on the web!
Visit us at:

www.GDrescueEP.org

QJQ,\j\I;h' (915) 727-0520

Cleaning Services

Great Dane Rescue of El Paso
P.O. Box 290567
El Paso, Texas 79927

Home for the Holidays Special
All adoption fees are reduced by $100
Entire month of December!

GDREP WISH LIST

We are always in need of blankets and cleaning supplies.

But the most urgent need is for play yards. More areas are needed, to
safely put dogs out to exercise and play. Donations of concrete and
chain link fencing will be greatly appreciated.

Of course, we also need someone that is willing to give up some of their
time to install this fencing.

GDREP is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization and all donations are
tax deductible.

If some of these stories have touched you, and you would like
to partner with us, please consider giving a year-end gift and
supporting us financially.

You, too, can help us make a difference in the lives of these
beautiful creatures, one dog at a time.

Thank you Printing X-Press for helping with this newsletter!

(915) 633-1313 www.printingx-press.net




